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PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS AND AIRCRAFT

As required by National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 407: 4.1.10.3 and
Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 29.06.01, Fire Prevention Code, multipurpose
dry chemical (Class ABC) fire extinguishers must not be placed on aircraft fueling
vehicles, ramp service equipment, passenger boarding bridges, inside aircraft hangars,
ramps or aprons at airport facilities that are operated or within 500 feet of aircraft
operations.

Multipurpose dry chemical fire extinguishers contain a known chemical (ammonium
phosphate) firefighting agent that is known to cause corrosion to aircraft components.
Although the agent is capable of extinguishing fires on or near aircraft, it is likely that the
agent will spread to other uninvolved aircraft, causing damage from corrosion.

If you have questions or need guidance pertaining to the proper selection of portable fire
extinguishers for use around aircraft, please direct any questions or requests to BWI
Marshall Airport Fire and Rescue Department Fire Prevention Division at 410-859-7511
or fireprevention@bwiairport.com.
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