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April 25, 2016 

Mr. Michael P. Huerta 
Administrator 
Federal Aviation Administration 
800 Independence A venue SW 
Washington DC 20591 

Dear Mr. Huerta: 

Subject: NextGen Procedures at Baltimore/Washington International 
Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI Marshall) 

This will acknowledge receipt ofyour letter dated March 9, 2016 written 
in response to the Maryland Aviation Administration's (MAA) letter of 
October 22, 2015. The MAA has shared your letter with representatives 
of the neighboring communities. MAA's understanding ofthe issues that 
continue to concern the residents of the neighboring communities are the 
noise and visual impacts resulting from the changes in flight paths and 
altitudes now being flown by aircraft utilizing BWI Marshall. 
The impacts mentioned in your letter associated with BWI Marshall's on­
going construction program are not the issue. The source ofthe residents' 
concerns are the changes in the departure paths directly associated with 
the implementation ofthe Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) 
NextGen departure procedures for Runway 28 and Runway I SR. 

Simply put, the FAA's NextGen procedures depart from the long 
established flight procedures jointly developed by the FAA, the MAA and 
the communities in June of 1990, as delineated in BWI Marshall' s 
published Noise Abatement Program (NAP) and Federal Aviation 
Regulation Noise Compatibility Program (NCP). The recently 
implemented NextGen Terpz 6 departure procedures do not adequately 
address the communities' request that the FAA respect the NCP and NAP 
departure procedures. Moreover, it is clear that these changes were not 
adequately addressed in the FAA's Environmental Assessment (EA). 

Specifically, on Runway 15R for departures the recent increase in aircraft 
altitude from 667' to 850' before turning does not utilize the altitudes 
previously specified in the NAP. Previously the departure aircraft 
maintained the runway heading for 1 nautical mile while climbing before 
turning (per the NAP). The new flight procedures place departing aircraft 
at lower altitudes and in different flight paths over long established 
residential communities. Similarly, the Runway 28 departure procedures 
place departing aircraft along different flight paths and different altitudes 
than those specified in BWI Marshall's NAP. 
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The communities also assert the environmental impacts associated with these changes -in 
departure paths and altitudes were not addressed ln the F .AA's EA/FONSI as the EA 
scope of work was. to only study impacts above 3,000 feet. It is important to note that All 
of the issues associated with the implementation of the NextGen at BWI Marshall relate 
to impacts occurring below 3,000 feet. 

We greatly appreciate your expression ofcommitment to work with the MAA to reduce 
aviation noise impacts and have shared your statement with the residents of the affected 
communities. We too ,:tre committed to working with the FM to resolve this matter. 
We again reiterate MAA's request that the FAA restore the departure procedures 
delineated in BWI Marshall's NAP. 
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llWI Airport MD ~ 1240 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Thank you for ~our April 25 k·nc-r ah,1ut aircmti departing. the Raltimorc/Washington 
lntemaliunal Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI ) and rnnct'rns about the imrm:l to residents of tlw 
neighhoring communities. 

You \ oiced concern-. rq1.arding the fetkral A \liation /\dmini,tr.llio11 ' i, (FA/\) implcmcnlation or 
the N('xt Geflt!mtion Air ·rnmsportaliun System (NextOen) and u departure from the flight 
procl!durcs agrl-Cd to by the t- AA. Mar}land Aviation Administration t MA/\). and the 
communities in thl.' Jun(· 1')()0 N,,ise Abatement Program tNAPJ and the Noise Compatihiliry 
Program (NCP). You also stated these issues wer~ nol adct1uatcly aJdn:sscd in the f AA ·s 
Etwironmental As'iCS"-mcnt (l:A)/Finding of No Significant Impact. and the l:A sco~ of work 
was lo study impacts above 3.000 Cect only. You requcslcd that lht!' FAA restore the departure 
procedurt.'s 10 those described in the NAI'. 

During lhe DC Or1imi1..atio n ofAirspace and Procedures in the Mctroplex (DC Mclroplex) 
Project lhe rAA t.:am met with MAA officials in December 2015. I his met:ting ullowcd the 
FAA to explain the henefits ofadvanced t.ec-hnology and the opportunity we were laking 10 

modernize th~ proa.-du~s at HWI. We d iscussed the NCP and NAP. Your team's input 
contributed to the Jesign of the Runwa)' (RWY) ISR Tl~RPZ S1andard lnstmmenl Dcpanurc 
( SID). Specifically. we were able lo raise the altitude at which the departing. aircraft is exJlCctcd 
to hcgin the initial turn. This design causes aircr.1rt to have an increased likelihood of tuming. 
one mile or more from 1he departure end of1he runway and at higher alti1udcs. 

Aircrafi depaning RWY 28 fly similar to 1hc OflL'ration be-fort' the implementation of the TERJ>/.-
6 SlD. This new SID is hcndicial for both safely and dlicicncy reasons. Ibis design establisht.-s 
separation from subsequt'nt dcj'larturcs sooner and improves the efficiency ofBWl"s operation. 
For the reasons discussed hen:. we do not agree thal a need exists to revert to previous 
procedures. 
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Although the majority ofchanges to tlight patlts in the DC Metroplex sludy area occum::d abov~ 
3,0-00 feel, the ge11eral study area included a block ofairspace designed 10 capture aircraft 
operntions to and from the study airports as !hey operate at or below l0.000 feet. As a result of 
BWI being one of the study airports, the DC Metroplex: EA included the environmental review of 
any changes made from the ground up to I0,000 feel, which would include any changes to 
departure paths and altitudes.. EA details can he fo11nd at: 
hUp://www.metroplexenvironmental.com/dc_docs.html. 

The FAA continues to work to ensure the safe and efficient use ofour National Airspace System. 
We are also working to modernize and enhance safety when possible by taking advantage of the 
benefits ofperfom1a11ce-based navigation. 

l f I can be of further assistance. pfease contacl me or Kate Howard. Acting As.'llstant 
Administrator for Government and lt1dus1ry Affair,;. at (202) 267-3277. 

Michael P. Huerta 
Administrator 

https://hUp://www.metroplexenvironmental.com/dc_docs.html



