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Re: NextGen Flight Path 

Dear Mr. Huerta: 

As you are aware, the Next Generation Air Transportation System (NextGen) at 

Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport and Ronald Reagan Washington 

National Airport in November 2014 has dramatically increased the noise levels in several 

populous Maryland jurisdictions. To date, there has been little to no action taken to mitigate this 

noise pollution. In fact, the problem has only metastasized into the National Capital Region and 

beyond. 

When the Maryland State Highway Administration designs and constructs new highways and 

bridges, we work hard to minimize the impact of traffic noise on our citizens. While vehicular 

noise is to be expected, we strive to provide reasonable actions. We do not willfully ignore the 

local communities and circumvent their input. 

You advised the Maryland Aviation Administration to create a Community Roundtable of 

residents and industry representatives, indicating that the FAA requires a consensus prior to 

developing, testing and implementing any significant air space procedural changes. The 

Community Roundtable unanimously adopted the following resolution: 

"The DC Metroplex BWI Community Roundtable requests and recommends that the FAA 

immediately revert to flight paths and procedures that were in place prior to implementation of 

NextGen and the DC Metroplex plan (i.e., the status quo ante) in order to provide urgent relief to 

residents adversely affected by these new flight paths and procedures, while a more deliberate and 

public-facing process to develop and implement NextGen and a DC Metroplex plan is 

undertaken." 
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