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BIENNIAL VEHICLE INSPECTION/REGISTRATION  

PROGRAM 

 
 

The Biennial Vehicle Inspection/Registration Program for all motor vehicles registered 

through a state motor vehicle agency operating within the BWI Marshall Airport Air 

Operations Area (AOA) will be accomplished in accordance with BWI Marshall Airport 

Tenant Directive 200.2, Vehicle Registration Program.  Vehicle inspections will be 

conducted either at the Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA) Automotive Shop on Elm 

Road or at a BWI Marshall Airport Operations designated space on the AOA.  Airport 

Operations personnel will notify you of the location for your vehicle inspection.  The 

inspection period will begin June 2025. 

 

In accordance with Tenant Directive 200.2, the BWI Vehicle Inspection Checklist will be 

used to certify that each vehicle seeking an airfield decal is safe to operate on the AOA.  

Upon successful completion of the BWI Vehicle Inspection Checklist, applicants will be 

required to schedule a time and location with Airport Operations to receive and affix their 

decals.  Registration will be indicated by two numbered decals affixed to the vehicle.  Only 

those vehicles having the current registration decal will be permitted to operate on the AOA 

after September 30, 2025. 

 

Beginning September 30, 2025, BWI Airport Operations will transition the Vehicle 

Registration Program from a single decal program to a “tiered-decal program.”  The decals 

will consist of a “Red” permanent Airfield Decal and a biennially issued “Purple” standard 

Airfield Decal.  Air carrier and tenant owned vehicles operating exclusively on the AOA will 

be required to obtain a “Red” permanent vehicle decal.  A “Red” decal will be valid for the 

duration of time that vehicle operates exclusively on the AOA.  A BWI Vehicle Inspection 

will be required to obtain a “Red” permanent decal.  Upon issuance of a “Red” decal, the 

vehicle owner/operator will be required to notify BWI Marshall Airport Operations if the 

vehicle is removed from service, transferred to another entity, or has been removed from the 

AOA.  “Red” decals are required to be turned in to BWI Marshall Airport Operations when    
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the vehicle is no longer in service on the AOA.  Vehicles transitioning on and off the AOA 

will be required to obtain a “Purple” standard decal.  Standard decals will be valid from the 

period September 30, 2025 to September 30, 2027.  Vehicles requiring a “Purple” decal will 

need to be inspected on a biennial basis in accordance with Tenant Directive 200.2.  Any 

vehicle issued a “Purple” standard decal that no longer requires AOA access or any vehicle 

found to no longer be in a safe condition to operate on the AOA, shall be removed from the 

AOA and the standard decal returned to the BWI Marshall Airport Operations Center.  

 

Each Airport tenant operating on the AOA shall be required to maintain and provide BWI 

Marshall Airport Operations with a list of “authorized signers” that have been designated by 

their company or agency to approve vehicle registration permit applications.  Each tenant will 

provide BWI Marshall Airport Operations with an updated “authorized signer” list on  

January 1, May 1, and September 1 of each calendar year.  Sub-contractors of Airport tenants 

are required to have their application approved by their sponsoring agency’s “authorized 

signer.”  Contractors operating at the request/behalf of the MAA are required to have their 

vehicle registration permit application approved by their designated MAA contract manager.  

Each “authorized signer” is required to maintain a list of vehicles and equipment permitted to 

operate on the AOA.  

 

Company markings must always be displayed on all vehicles/ground equipment while 

operating on the AOA.  Company markings must be easily identifiable as to ownership. The 

operator shall wear a valid BWI Identification Badge (clearly visible) bearing a Restricted 

Area Driver Icon “V” and be in possession of a current state driver’s license. 

 

Vehicles operating on the AOA, except under escort, shall display a logo or company name 

on both sides of the vehicle in a location that is visible from a distance of 50 feet.  For 

vehicles having front doors, the identification must be located on both front door panels.  The 

name of the company or tenant shall be spelled out in letters no less than three inches in 

height.  Company logos or symbols shall be at least 18 inches in diameter when not 

accompanied by approved lettering.  To enhance visibility, all markings shall be on a 

background of sharply contrasting color.  Magnetic signs are permitted.  Placards and hand-

generated signs are not permitted. 

 

Any tenant sponsoring an outside agency that operates vehicles on the airfield should notify 

that agency to contact the MAA Automotive Shop at 410-859-7744 or BWI Marshall Airport 

Operations Center at 410-859-7018 to schedule an appointment to inspect and register such 

vehicles.  All tenant and non-tenant agencies including all government agencies will be 

required to show proof of adequate insurance for the specific vehicle requesting airfield 

access/registration (bring vehicle registration and insurance ACORD) as per Tenant 

Directive 200.2, Vehicle Registration Program. 
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The only motor vehicle operations permitted on the AOA are those expressly authorized by 

the Director of Airport Operations, BWI Marshall Airport.  A list shall be maintained by each 

Contract Manager and tenant expressly stating the number and description of each 

vehicle/ground service equipment operating on the AOA.  In accordance with COMAR 

11.03.01.04, any vehicle found to be abandoned, derelict, inoperable and/or surplus will be 

subject to removal from AOA at the vehicle owner’s expense.  Any decal found on a removed 

vehicle shall be confiscated immediately. 

 

The following insurance amounts are required for vehicles operating on the airfield: 

 

1. Restricted Areas (Non-Movement Area Access – Aircraft Ramp Areas). A limit of 

 not less than Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) for each accident. 

 

2. Restricted Areas (Movement Area Access – Runways & Taxiways). A limit of 

not less than Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000) for each accident. 

 

Tenant, non-tenant, and government agencies picking up Airfield Vehicle Registration Decals 

from the Airport Operations Center shall follow the instructions in attached BWI Marshall 

Airport Tenant Information Advisory 25-014. 
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